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   CHAIRôS REMARKS 

As the story 
teller-in-chief of 
the Africana 
Studies 
Department, one 
of my most 
enjoyable tasks 
is editing and 
producing the 
departmentôs 
newsletter. It is 
an annual 

booklet of information covering 
faculty, students, alumni, and 
general departmental news and 
events. The newsletter is also an 
historical record that documents our 
reaction to the events around us 
locally and in the larger society. I 
am therefore very delighted to 
introduce the latest edition of our 
newsletter, the ninth under my watch 
as editor. This academic year also 
marks my tenth year as chair of the 
Africana Studies Department.  
  
The increased length of the 
newsletter, from eight leaves in 2009 
to 32 in 2017, is a reflection of our 
growth as a viable and ambitious 
unit within a growing university. To 
cite but few examples, the number of 
our majors has increased by 350% 
since 2008. Over the same period, 
our student credit hours has doubled; 
we also have added 21 new AFRS 
courses to our curriculum, created a 
concentration in health and 
environment within the 
undergraduate major, developed a 
value-added graduate certificate 
program, and launched the AFRS 
Honors program. Today, we have 
one of the most comprehensive, 
integrated, and holistic Africana 
Studies curricula available 
anywhere. Covering Africa, United 

States, the Caribbean, and Latin 
America, our curriculum privileges 
Africana-centered epistemology. It 
emphasizes history and culture, 
business and entrepreneurship, 
health and the environment, as well 
as policies on economic 
development, education, race, 
stratification, social justice, and 
diversity. Our experiential learning 
courses also bring real life situations 
into the classroom. In our alumni, 
the story of the relevance of 
Africana Studies degree is told every 
day. As creative and trans-
disciplinary thinkers, globally-aware 
and locally-relevant graduates, our 
alumni are to be found in a wide 
range of professions, from banking/
finance to social service sectors.  
  
As in previous years, this edition of 
AFRS Newsletter is filled with 
exciting faculty news such as the 
Nigerian National Order of Merit 
awarded to Dr. Tanure Ojaide last 
December. We are also pleased to 
introduce our new colleagues joining 
the expanding Africana Studies 
family. Dr. Crystal Eddins belongs 
to this cohort of new faculty and we 
are already keeping her very busy. 
Working against a demanding 
deadline, she graciously served as  
associate editor of this newsletter. 
Our student news includes Evan 
Nashôs learning experience as an 
intern at the International House.  
 
Likewise, our responsiveness to 
local and national events is 
showcased here. For example, this 
yearôs Dr. Bertha Maxwell-Roddey 
Distinguished Africana Lecture, 
scheduled for September 20, will 
focus on the challenges of 
socioeconomic mobility in the 

Charlotte region. The date is special 
for Charlotte. It marks the first year 
of  the fatal shooting of Keith L. 
Scott by police officer Brentley 
Vinson, an incident that triggered  
days of protest in the city and on our 
campus. 
 
As we journey on to our unfolding 
future, I must express my heartfelt 
gratitude to my colleagues (faculty 
and staff), university administrators, 
students, alumni, and community 
partners for their fervent belief in 
our mission. With the dedication, 
resourcefulness, and talents of these 
stakeholders, I am convinced that 
our best years still lie ahead.  
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VISION 
The Department of Africana Studies is the primary 
intellectual unit at the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte holistically dedicated to the interdisciplinary 
study of Africa and the global African Diasporas; and it 
shall comprehensively pursue the production, 
dissemination, and application of Africana-centered 
knowledge as the basis for seeking improvement to the 
multifaceted human conditions of the 21st century. 
 
 
MISSION 
The mission of the Africana Studies Department is to 
educate and mentor students, discover and disseminate 
new knowledge, and engage diverse communities on the 
experiences of Africa-descended populations worldwide, 
with emphasis on culture, history, social policy, health, 
environment, entrepreneurship, race and diaspora studies, 
sustainability, social justice, and social responsibility 
within the critical liberal arts tradition. 
 
 
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

§ B.A. Africana Studies 
§ B.A. Africana Studies with Concentration in Health  
and Environmental Studies 

§ Minor in Africana Studies 
§ Graduate Certificate in Africana Studies (including  
4+1 Early Entry program) 

§ Number of undergraduate majors and minors: 100+ 
§ Africana Studies Honors  
§ Average number of Student Credit Hours (SCH) per  
Academic Year:  7300+ 
§ Number of Faculty: 8 tenure-ladder and 6 part-time 
 
 
ANNUAL PUBLIC ACADEMIC EVENTS  

§ Dr. Bertha Maxwell-Roddey Distinguished Africana  
Lecture (fall) 

§ Artist-in-Residence (spring) 
§ Africana Studies Conference (spring) 
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH PARTNERSHIPS  

§ The Harvey B. Gantt Center for African-American  
History + Culture 

§ LATIBAH Museum 
§ Juneteenth Festival of the Carolinas 
§ Friends of Old Westview Cemetery, Inc. 
§ The Ebony Society of Philatelic Events and Reflection 
(ESPER) 

§ NC National Alliance of Black School Educators 
§ Yoruba Language-in-Community Outreach 
§ Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools  

OCCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS 

§ Charlotte Papers in Africana Studies 

§ Digital Africana Studies 
 
FACULTY REASEARCH, TEACHING, AND 
SERVICE AWARDS/FELLOWSHIPS/GRANTS  
§ All-Africa Okigbo Prize for Poetry (twice) 
§ Association of Nigerian Authors' Poetry Award  
(four times) 

§ BBC Arts and Africa Poetry Award 
§ Carnegie Foundation Fellowship (thrice)  
§ Commonwealth Poetry Prize 
§ Certificate of Special United States Congressional  
Recognition for Excellence in Service 

§ Choice Magazineôs Outstanding Academic Title   
§ Dumbarton Oaks Research Grant 
§ Duke University School of Medicine Fellowship 
§ Felix and Mildred Yip Fellowship, University of  
Cambridge  

§ Francis Forbes Society for Legal History Prize  
§ Fonlon-Nichols Lifetime Achievement Award 
§ Fulbright-Hays Fellowship (thrice) 
§ Gilder-Lehrman Center Fellowship 
§ Kathryn T. Preyer Scholar in American Legal History 
§ National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship  
(twice) 

§  National Science Foundation 
§ National Humanities Center Fellowship 
§ Nigerian National Order of Merit 
§ Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture 
§ Social Science Research Council Research Grant 
§ University of Texas Africanist Award for Research  
Excellence  

§ Wenner-Gren Foundation Research Grant 
§ UNC Charlotteôs Bank of America Award for Teaching  
Excellence Finalist 

§ UNC Charlotteôs First Citizens Bank Scholar Medal 
Award  
 
 

SAMPLE OF ALUMNIôS CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 

§ Museum and Cultural Officer (e.g. Reed Gold Mine  
 State Historic Site) 
§ Higher Education Administrator (e.g., UNC Charlotte) 
§ Business Analyst (e.g., Bank of America) 
§ Customer Service Professional (e.g., Wells Fargo) 
§ Small Business Ownership (e.g., Piqasso Customs,  
LLC) 

§ Teacher (e.g, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools) 
§ Social Worker (e.g., Echelon Care, Charlotte) 
§ College Professor (e.g., Winston Salem State  
University) 

§ Park and Recreation (e.g., Mecklenburg County) 
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The co-chairs of The Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Opportunity Task Force - Dr. Ophelia Garmon-Brown 
and Mr. Charles Dee O'Dell - will serve as speakers and 
guests of honor at the 2017 Dr. Bertha Maxwell-
Roddey Lecture. This year's lecture, titled A Roadmap 
of Opportunity for Charlotte, is scheduled 
for September 20 at 5:30-7:30pm and will take place 
in McKnight auditorium, Cone University 
Center. Special recognition and reception will 
immediately follow the lecture. The event is free and 
open to the public.  
 
The lecture will focus on the challenges of 
intergenerational poverty and socioeconomic mobility in 
the Charlotte region. 
 
A 2014 study shows that only 4.4 percent of children 
born into Charlotteôs lowest 20 percent income bracket 
have the likelihood of making it to the top 20 percent 
income level in their lifetime. The study also shows that 
a child born into a poor household will most likely 
remain poor for the rest of his/her life. Although the 
chances of escaping poverty are generally low for 
children in poor households in most of the 50  largest 
U.S. cities included in the study, Charlotte exhibited  the 
least chances among them for socioeconomic mobility. 
This dismal picture galvanized community leaders to set 
up the 20-member Charlotte-Mecklenburg Opportunity 
Task Force in May 2015, to investigate the causes of 
socioeconomic immobility and to make 
recommendations on how to overcome this challenge.  
 
Following almost two years of consultation with over 50 
experts, locally and nationally, and receiving input from 
thousands of people in the community across different 
social spectra, the Task Force released its 
recommendations to the public on March 27, 2017. The 
members identified several major roadblocks to 
socioeconomic mobility in the country in general and 
Charlotte in particular, such as the inheritance of 
inequality and inequity along race and income; 
indifference and lack of compassion; and the fear of the 
ñOther.ò  The Task Force therefore noted that a sustained 
collective and collaborative action that cuts across many 
social boundaries and is based on truth, trust, and 
compromise must be the starting point for overcoming 
the problems of socioeconomic mobility. For long-
lasting solutions, the Task Force urged the city of 
Charlotte, including its leaders, citizens, and institutions 
to focus on these three key areas: 
¶ Early Childhood Care and Education 
¶ College and Career Readiness 
¶ Child and Family Stability 

These, the Task Force members proposed, are ñhighly 
interrelated determinantsò of social mobility and the ones 
that ñare most likely to have the greatest influence on the 
opportunity trajectory of an individual.ò  
 
We are delighted that Dr. Garmon-Brown, Senior Vice 
President of Community Wellness & Education at 
Novant Health and Mr. O'Dell, Senior Vice President & 
Group Head of National Corporate Banking at U.S. Bank 
will visit our campus to share their thoughts with UNC 
Charlotte community. They will be met by eager 
students, faculty, and staff seeking to know more about 
the Task Forceôs recommendations and the most 
effective ways the university can be a partner in finding 
long-lasting solutions to the problems of 
intergenerational poverty. This event is part of the broad 
university initiatives. As Chancellor Philip Dubois 
announced in his 2017 convocation address to the 
university community, campus-wide efforts are in 
progress to identify the possible areas in which the 
University can take a leadership role in addressing the 
recommendations of the Task Force.  
 
It is appropriate that Department of Africana Studies is 
contributing to this effort by focusing its annual signature 
lecture on the theme of socioeconomic mobility. After 
all, the field of Africana or Black Studies was founded 
on the principles of social responsibility, social 
responsiveness, and academic excellence. The UNC 
Charlotte students and faculty led by Dr. Bertha Maxwell
-Roddey played important roles in defining these ideas in 
the early years of the field during the 1970s. The theme 
of this yearôs lecture is also consistent with the ideas that 
guided us in inaugurating the Annual Dr. Bertha 
Maxwell-Roddey Distinguished Africana Lecture in 
2008: 
1) to honor Dr. Bertha Maxwell-Roddey's pioneering 
contributions to the development of Africana Studies at 
UNC Charlotte; and  

continued on pg. 4  
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THE NINTH DR. BERTHA MAXWELL-RODDEY DISTINGUISHED AFRICANA LECTURE   

FOCUSES ON ñROADMAP OF OPPORTUNITY FOR CHARLOTTEò 

https://africana.uncc.edu/annual-dr-bertha-maxwell-roddey-distinguished-africana-lecture
https://africana.uncc.edu/annual-dr-bertha-maxwell-roddey-distinguished-africana-lecture
http://africana.uncc.edu/sites/africana.uncc.edu/files/media/Save-the-Date-BMRFlyer2017_0.pdf
http://africana.uncc.edu/sites/africana.uncc.edu/files/media/Save-the-Date-BMRFlyer2017_0.pdf
https://cone.uncc.edu/meeting-spaces
https://cone.uncc.edu/meeting-spaces
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(2) to use the lecture as an 
intellectual and social forum to 
engage with and connect to the 
Charlotte regionôs diverse 
populations on issues of broad 
relevance.  
 
A diverse audience, comprising 
of scholars, students, 
community activists, 
professionals, political 
dignitaries, and members of the 
business community have 

attended the previous lectures. We expect the same this 
year. To walk down memory lane, the inaugural BMR 
lecture titled ñThe Future of Charlotte as a Global City: 
The Black Dimensionsò was delivered in 2009 by 
distinguished attorney and widely respected Civil Rights 
leader, Mr. James E. Ferguson II, president of the law 
firm Ferguson, Chambers, and Sumter, PA. The 
outgoing president of the Johnson C. Smith University, 
Dr. Ronald L. Carter, gave the second lecture: 
ñAvoiding the Perfect Storm: A Vision of Excellence in 
the Emerging New Majority.ò Honorable Terry 
Bellamy, former Mayor of the City of Ashville (NC), 
presented the third lecture on ñYouth Empowerment: 

Structure for Developing Tomorrowôs Workforce.ò Dr. 
Lorand James Matory, the Lawrence Richardson 
Professor of Cultural Anthropology at Duke University 
delivered the 2012 BMR lecture on ñGlobal Migrations 
and the Crisis of Identity in Black America.ò He was 
followed in 2013 by Dr. Charles V. Willie, The Charles 
W. Elliot Professor of Education Emeritus at Harvard 
University, who spoke on ñAfrican American Families 
in the Twenty-first Century.ò Dr. Yele Aluko, a former 
Senior Vice President at Novant Health focused the 
2014 edition on ñNorth Carolinaôs Rejection of 
Medicaid Expansion: Politicizing the Health of Our 
Society.ò On the seventh year anniversary of the lecture, 
Dr. Paul Zeleza, now the President of the United States 
International University of Africa in Kenya, spoke on 
the theme ñAfrica Rising: The Role of Higher Education 
and the Diaspora.ò Last year, Historian Bernard E. 
Powers of the College of Charleston spoke on the deep 
history of racial violence in the United States of 
America. 

 

To RSVP for the lecture, please email 
africana_studies@uncc.edu or call 704-687-5161. 

DR. BERTHA MAXWELL -RODDEY DISTINGUISHED LECTURE (continued from pg. 3) 

Pictures from the 2016 Dr. Bertha Maxwell-
Roddey Lecture. Clockwise, from left: Guest speak-
er, Dr. Bernard E.  Powers with Dr. Maxwell-
Roddey and Dean Nancy Gutierrez; Mr. Theo-
dore Roddey and Dr. Herman Thomas; Dr. Max-
well-Roddey and Delta Sigma Theta members. 

mailto:africana_studies@uncc.edu
mailto:africana_studies@uncc.edu
mailto:africana_studies@uncc.edu
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TANURE OJAIDE RECEIVED NIGERIAôS HIGHEST ACADEMIC HONOR 

We were elated in late 
November 2016 when the 
news came in that our very 
own Tanure Ojaide has been 
named the recipient of the 
Nigerian National Order of 
Merit in the humanities 
category. 
 
Established through Act 53 of 
1979, the National Order of 

Merit (NNOM) is the highest academic honor in Africaôs 
most populous country. The award is given annually to 
the most deserving scholar and intellectual who has 
made outstanding and ethical contributions to national 
and global attainments in one of these areas of scholarly 
endeavor: humanities, sciences, engineering, and 
medicine. Below is the citation read by Professor Igwe L. 
Ekwueme at the NNOM investiture ceremony in Abuja on 
December 2, 2016. 
 
NNOM CITATION 
Born in Okpara Inland, Delta State, in 1948, Tanure 
Ojaide had his early education at St. Georgeôs Grammar 
School, Obinomba, and Federal Government College, 
Warri. He later attended the University of Ibadan where 
he received his B.A. in English and Syracuse University 
in the U.S. where he obtained both the M.A. in Creative 
Writing and Ph.D. in English. He started his academic 
career at the University of Maiduguri in 1977. He 
returned to the United States in 1989 and joined the UNC 
Charlotte faculty in 1990.  
 
Ojaideôs first published creative work dates back to 1973 
and ever since he has continued to refine his craft, and 
diversify his media of literary creativity and 
communication through  poetry, fiction, memoir, literary 
criticism, and public lectures. Garnering national and 
international literary prizes, he is the most prolific and 
one of the most decorated and celebrated contemporary 
African writers. 
 
As a poet, he has published twenty poetry collections, 
most of which received prizes, including the 
Commonwealth Poetry Prize for the Africa Region 
(1987), two All-Africa Okigbo Prizes for Poetry (1988 
and 1997), the British Broadcasting Corporation Arts and 
Africa Poetry Award (1988), and four times the 
Association of Nigerian Authors Poetry Award (1988, 
1994, 2003, and 2011). Socially, culturally, and ethically 
relevant, Tanure Ojaideôs poems have had so much 
global resonance that they are not only studied widely at 
home and abroad but also have been translated into ten 
foreign languages including Chinese, Dutch, French, 

German, Spanish, Sanskrit, and Hindi. 
 
As a fiction writer, Tanure  has published seven works 
made up of three short story collections and four novels. 
Several short stories have also been published in 
anthologies. Among his writings are Sovereign Body, 
which received honorable mention in the 2002 
Commonwealth Prize (Africa Region), and The Activist 
which deals with environmental degradation in the Niger 
Delta. He has also written on the predatory practices of 
religious charlatans as in Godôs Medicine Men and Other 
Stories. 
 
As a literary critic, he has published, either individually  
or jointly, ten volumes of literary criticism which serve 
as useful guide and reference material for students and 
scholars of literature and cultural studies. Notable among 
these works are The Poetry of Wole Soyinka; Poetry, 
Performance, and Art: Udje Dance Songs of the Urhobo 
People; and Indigeneity, Globalization, and African 
Literature. He was the 2005 recipient of University of 
North Carolina at Charlotteôs highest recognition for 
scholarshipðthe First Citizens Bank Scholar Award. He 
has also won the American National Endowment for the 
Humanities Fellowship and twice the Fulbright Senior 
Scholar award.  
 
As a memoirist, he has published Great Boys: An 
African Childhood and Drawing the Map of Heaven: An 
African Writer in America which was a finalist for the 
inaugural Penguin Prize for African Writing (2012).  
 
As a guest speaker, Tanure  has given public lectures and 
poetry readings in Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, 
and South America. He represented Nigeria at the  2005 
Poetry Africa forum  in Durban, South Africa; the 2008 
Pan-African Poetry Festival, in Accra, Ghana; the 2013 
Medellin International Poetry Festival  in Colombia; and 
the World Poetry Festival in New Delhi, India in 2014. 
He continues to be a worthy ambassador for Nigeria and 
Africa. In April 2016, the African Literature Association 
gave Tanure Ojaide the Fonlon-Nichols Award for ñhis 
commitment to democratic ideals, humanistic values, and 
literary excellence in Africa.ò 
 
For being a highly distinguished, immensely prolific and 
talented creative writer and scholar whose works 
combine social relevance, humanistic vision, quality, 
elegance, and accessibility, and for bringing honor to his 
fatherland, the National Merit Award Committee 
presents to you, Mr. President, this multiple award 
winner and renowned world writer and scholar, for the 
2016 Nigerian National Order of Merit Award. 
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OJAIDE RECEIVED NIGERIAôS HIGHEST ACADEMIC HONOR: PICTURES 
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Scenes from the investiture  ceremony in Abuja, clockwise from 
top-left: President Muhammad Buhari, congratulating Dr. 
Ojaide; Vice President Yemi Osinbajo and the honoree;  
Dr. Ojaide addressed Nigerian president and members of his 
cabinet. 


